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 DECLARATION OF WILLIAM ORDWEIN  

IN SUPPORT OF RESPONSE OF SIERRA PARK WATER COMPANY  

TO ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING  

TO SUPPLEMENT THE RECORD  

 

I, WILLIAM ORDWEIN, declare: 

 1. I am the volunteer Chief Operations Officer of Sierra Park Water 

Company (“Water Company”).  As a resident of Sierra Park, I provide services in that 

role without charge in the interest of the community because the Water Company does 

not have a sufficient budget to support a paid person in that role.  In that position, I 

handle various operational issues for the Water Company including customer issues as 

well as issues related to regulation by the California Public Utilities Commission 

(“Commission”).  I have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this Declaration and 

if called upon to testify could competently do so. 

 2. I was involved in the filing by the Water Company of the Petition for 

Modification of Decision No. 16-01-047 (Decision Resolving a Complaint and 

Authorizing a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity as Modified) (“Petition”), 

filed on January 26, 2017.  One of the pieces of property involved in that Petition is 

known as “the Lodge.”  The Odd Fellows Sierra Recreation Association (“Association”) 
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built the Lodge after creating the Odd Fellows Sierra Camp, Subdivision 1 & 2 (“Sierra 

Park”). The Lodge has existed for over 50 years.  The Lodge contains an office, a 

conference room, an auditorium, and a kitchen. 

 3. In the past, the Association provided water and maintained the roads and 

other property located in Sierra Park. The Association used the office located in the 

Lodge for storage of records for its various activities as I have described (water 

provision, road and property maintenance), and the rest of the Lodge was used for 

meetings and community gatherings such as social and family events like weddings and 

birthday parties. When the Water Company was created, it began using the office for 

storage and office functions related to provision of water.  The Water Company also used 

the conference room for Board of Director meetings and for customer meetings.  Besides 

that use by the Water Company, the Association, newly-formed Sierra Park Services 

Company, and community continued to use the Lodge for social and family events such 

as birthdays and weddings, as had been done for over 50 years.  

 4. The Water Company is the only business that needs to use the office in the 

Lodge, but as stated above a variety of people in the community has in the past used and 

continues to need to use the Lodge for other purposes.  It makes sense to allow the Water 

Company to lease the Lodge so it can use the office, the auditorium, and the conference 

room when needed for meetings, while also allowing the continuing use of the lodge for 

community gatherings and meeting purposes, when those uses do not conflict with usage 

by the Water Company.   

 5. Attached to this Declaration as Attachment A is true and correct copy of a 

letter dated January 26, 2017, from Bruce De Berry, Program Manager Water Division, 

to Del Wallis, President of the Association, and me, rejecting Advice Letter 2 without 

prejudice. 

 6. Attached to this Declaration as Attachment B is true and correct copy of a 

Bill of Sale dated March 31, 2016, transferring from the Association to the Water 

Company the Block Building/Shop and the Corp. Yard, but not conveying the real 

property on which they were located. 

 7. On March 20, 2017, the Association conveyed to the Water Company the 

Block Building/Shop and the Corp. Yard.  Attached to this Declaration as Attachment C 
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is a Conformed Copy of the Grant Deed conveying the Block Building/Shop and Corp. 

Yard from the Association to the Water Company, with a stamp showing it was filed and 

recorded in Official Records of the County of Tuolumne on March 21, 2017.  The 

signature shown at the top of the second page of the Grant Deed after the text below the 

heading “CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE” is a true and correct copy of my 

signature, which I affixed to the Grant Deed on March 20, 2017.  Exhibit “A” to the 

Grant Deed calls the Corp. Yard the “Storage Yard Parcel” and the Block Building/Shop 

the “Repair Shop Parcel.” 

 8. On March 20, 2017, the beneficiaries of two deeds of trust dated May 12, 

2016 and August 25, 2016 modified those deeds of trust in two documents, each entitled 

Modification of Deed of Trust (collectively referred to as “Modifications”).  The 

Modifications release the security in the real property underlying the Block 

Building/Shop and Corp. Yard, so that real property has been conveyed to Water 

Company free of the lien created by the Deeds of Trust.  Attached to this Declaration as 

Attachments D and E are Conformed Copies of the Modifications, each bearing a stamp 

showing it was filed and recorded in Official Records of the County of Tuolumne on 

March 21, 2017.  Exhibit “A” to each of the Modifications calls the Corp. Yard the 

“Storage Yard Parcel” and the Block Building/Shop the “Repair Shop Parcel.” 

 9. The Association and the Water Company have agreed upon the terms of a 

Lease of the Lodge to the Water Company from the Association.  Attached to this 

Declaration at Attachment F is a true and correct copy of that Lease, which the parties 

will execute upon approval of the Petition.  

 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct  

and that this Declaration was executed on April 10, 2017 in Tuolumne County, 

California. 

 

      ______/s/ William Ordwein____________ 

       William Ordwein 
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