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ODD FELLOWS SIERRA RECREATION ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

May 18, 2013 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by President Wallis.  Board members present: Velayas, 

Ordwein, Wallis, Adams, Barrett, and Hawke.  Board members Cloak and Peter, excused. 

 

INVOCATION:  Given by Director Hawke. 

 

Please note that no recordings of the meeting are allowed. 

 

HOMEOWNERS AND OTHERS PRESENT: Homeowners John Morganroth and Nancy Hawke, 

CSD Ad Hoc Committee members Chris Kiriakou and Heidi Ordwein. 

  

CORRESPONDENCE:  Secretary Velayas reported that there was a lot of correspondence. There 

were several letters and emails providing contact address changes or changes of ownership. Thank you 

to all who provided these address changes; it is important that we have accurate contact information for 

the community members. Some people were concerned that the water breaks of April were not 

mentioned in the newsletter, but the newsletter had been published prior to the water breaks. Had the 

breaks occurred prior to publication of the newsletter, it would certainly have been mentioned. Boil 

water notices were posted on all cabins and at the front gate. Several emails from Charles Varvayanis 

were received with complaints about our water system; he also sent complaints to the California 

Department of Public Health regarding our water system. These complaints have been reviewed. 

      

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETINGS of April 2013: Hawke moved that the minutes be accepted 

with no corrections. Director Adams seconded, motion carried. 

 

CARETAKER’S REPORT: Beach and bark in playground were rototilled. Firebreak was created. 

Equipment was maintained; mowing was started. Willows were removed near pond. Needles were 

cleared in Park areas. A big thank you to Mark and his family for all their efforts repairing the water 

lines during the breaks. Mark put in a lot of extra time, and his children ran the boil notices throughout 

the Park. While they worked, they were supervised by an adult; only once were they subjected to 

profanity and a display of anger by a resident. 

 

DIRECTOR REPORTS 

WATER-HAWKE:  There were 4 Park water line breaks since the Apr 14
th

 meeting. One was a 2-

inch diameter line and three of them were 4-inch diameter lines. Since the number of breaks were 

within a short period of time and several sections of the water system were exposed to the atmosphere, 

our Water Operator, Mark, in conjunction with members of the California Department of Public 

Health, CDPH, decided to issue a “Boil Water” Notice as a PRECAUTIONARY measure. [It was not 

an emergency. None of the lab tests indicated any contamination of the system at any time.] The notice 

was issued and posted on April 19
th

. During this time, again as a precautionary measure, the system 

was chlorinated by chlorinating the water tanks. The chlorinated water was then drained though the 

system. After the system was flushed free of the chlorine, water samples were taken to the water lab 

for testing. All samples were found to meet state standards. Our Water Operator, again in collaboration 

with the CDPH, issued a notice rescinding the “Boil Water” notice.  

 While the water breaks were being repaired as rapidly as possible and efforts to restore the system to 

full operation were in progress, Charles Varvayanis, Fred Coleman and Steve Wallace filed several 

complaints with the CDPH. The complaints have been reviewed.  



 

 

 On the other hand, several Park people stepped forward to assist solving the problems. Notably, Bob 

Cloak and Del Wallis assisted in many valuable ways in addition to Mark working as late as 3 AM 

followed by resuming his efforts 4 hours later at 7 AM. Furthermore, a contractor, Brendan Simunaci, 

dropped his other jobs and joined the effort as soon as he could get his equipment moved from 

Columbia to the Park. The “Boil Water” notices and its “Rescinding Notices” ably posted on every 

Park dwelling’s front door by rapidly running boys, Mark’s sons, Markus & Anthony, accompanied by 

Mark or Larry Jones. This required 6 plus hours for each notice. [The notices were also posted at the 

entrance gate.] Also, Aqua Lab was very responsive in water sample testing to certify our system had 

remained safe throughout the project. The teamwork, on the job and interfacing with the CDPH, is 

greatly appreciated!  

 On May 4
th

, two members of the Fresno branch of the CDPH visited the Park for our tri-annual 

inspection. [The last one was in Oct 2010.] It was a cordial and informative exchange. No immediate 

actions are required. We expect a written report within the next few months.  

 Our water-testing lab filed our annual Consumer Confidence Report, CCR. It is being sent with this 

newsletter and will be posted on our website. Also, the Electronic Annual Report, EAR, for 2012 was 

filed.  

 Numerous communications and submission of documents have been in process as we transfer the 

water system over to the new Sierra Park Water System Incorporated.  

 Water pumped for the month of April 2012 was 766,500 gallons.  

 Owners are encouraged to keep their phone numbers and addresses up to date by sending 

changes to the new water corporation:  

Sierra Park Water Company Inc. PO Box 424 Mi Wuk Village, CA 

95346 

 Respectfully submitted by Ron Hawke, May 18
th

, 2012. 

BUILDINGS-BARRETT: Nothing to report. 

ROADS-ADAMS: Director Adams said he has the bid requests completed and are ready to be mailed 

out. They will be provided to the new corporations so they can proceed with road maintenance. 

EQUIPMENT-PETER: Caretaker Higgins reported that the equipment is running well, and 

scheduled maintenance will begin shortly. 

TIMBER – WALLIS: President Wallis reported that the thinning to provide better fire protection has 

begun. Thinning is being paid for almost entirely using a grant arranged by Gloria Harvey. Director 

Wallis reported also that he will present the timber plan at the Annual Meeting. 

GATE -- ORDWEIN: Director Ordwein reported that there were no problems and there was about 

$220 in gate income for the month. The receiver for the gate “clickers” was moved to increase the 

range for opening the gate. The batteries were also replaced, and the gates were adjusted to ensure 

smooth operation. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY -- ADAMS:  Director Adams had nothing to report. Rattlesnakes were 

discovered during the thinning. Please be cautious when out and about, because there is a bumper crop 

of snakes this year. 

RECREATION:  We are all looking forward to the Father’s Day Fish Derby. The fish have been 

ordered, and the Rebekahs are gearing up for a good party. 

RECREATION FACILITIES: There is nothing to be done at this time. 

FINANCE -- ORDWEIN: Director Ordwein reported that this month’s bills amounted to a little over 

$30,000.  Year-to-date we are approximately on budget. Director Velayas moved to pay bills; Director 

Barrett seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. Director Wallis would like to 

receive approval from the Board to get an audit of the OFSRA finances for the year ending 5/31/2013. 

Director Ordwein made the motion to obtain the audit; Director Hawke seconded. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 



 

 

LEGAL ACTIONS:   
 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

PLAINTIFFS:  Fred Coleman, Ruth Dargitz, Steve Wallace and Larry Vaughn 

DEFENDANTS:  Odd Fellows Sierra Recreation Association, Inc. 

COMPLAINT:  Odd Fellows Homeowner’s Association (“OFSHA”) is a non-profit mutual benefit 

corporation whose Director’s are democratically elected by owners of all 281 lots within the Odd 

Fellows Sierra Park.  The water for all the lot owners is supplied by the Odd Fellows Sierra Recreation 

Association  (OFSHA).  The water system is required to be regulated by the CPUC under California 

Public Utility Code 2701 and 2702, but it is not.  OFSRA consists only of Odd Fellows and 

Rebekah’s; OFSRA provides no financial transparency concerning costs it incurs in providing water to 

lot owners. 

DISPOSITION:   Conference call set for 7/1/2013 between the judge, plaintiffs and defendant. 

 

Case No. CVL58100 in Superior Court of California.   

PLAINTIFFS: Odd fellows Sierra Recreation Association, a California corporation,  

DEFENDANTS:   Charles P. Varvayanis and Patricia Jones; Freddie Glen Coleman and Barbara Ann 

Coleman; Jewel Ruth Dargitz; Larry Lee Vaughn and Karin Louanne Vaughn;  Steven P. Wallace; 

Rudy Aldama, Glenn Dalzel, Christine Foreman, Juan Tovar and Mae Tovar; Harold Babb and Mary 

Babb; Philip Barthman, Susan Bolt-Barthman, Richard Quinn, and Christine Quinn;  Joseph G. 

Bonjean and Gloria Bonjean; Patricia L. Bremicker, Eric Canales and Catherine Canales; Gregory J. 

Collins, Sr. and Heidi M. Collins; Jose Angel Garcia and Deborah L. Garcia;  Larry V. Giacomino and 

Jill S. Forester; Louis J. Kazas and Cleo Kazas; Mildred Kern; Onita Pombo and Dorothy K. Leighton; 

Gerald W. Johnston, Steven G. Johnston and Sharon Lorenz; Deanna G. Mooney; Joseph M. Nelson, 

Jr.; Michael J. Perry and Katherine M. Perry; William D. Piech and Clare Thompson; Timothy J. Plaza 

and Darann P. Plaza; Betty L. Salomon; Joseph F. Schultz and Karin V. Schultz; Scott R. Thomas and 

Brandi L. Thomas;  John David Weitzel and Nancy Anne Weitzel;  and does 1 through 30 inclusive. 

COMPLAINT: Complaint for Damages for: (1) Quantum Meruit; (2) Maintenance of Right of Way 

Easement; (3) Common Counts-Account Stated: (4) Common Counts-Open Account.  (This is the 

complaint filed against the property owners who have delinquent assessments.)  

DISPOSITION:   Delinquent homeowners are currently being served papers. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

PUC has been notified of the intent to be under their jurisdiction. The complaint is still ongoing. the 

lawsuit regarding unpaid assessments is still ongoing. Five of the thirty people included in the lawsuit 

have paid their assessments in full but not paid the legal counsel portion of the lawsuit. 

The Rebekahs have a bid to replace the basketball courts, and the total is $20,999. The Rebekahs have 

requested that the OFSRA pay half; the Board will bring the decision to the Main Meeting. Director 

Velayas moves to bring the decision to the shareholders to vote on it; Director Hawke seconded. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

In regard to the complaint about Nicholson Spring being a safety hazard, the Board thinks that the old 

basketball court should be broken up and used to fill the spring to eliminate the drowning hazard. If the 

new basketball court is not approved by the shareholders, then rock should be used to fill the spring. 

Director Hawke made the motion; Director Velayas seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

Bids have been received for needle removal. The total was $17,740, which is cheaper than in prior 

years when Cover did the removal. The contractor would be able to come out right after Memorial 



 

 

Day. The pine needles were not removed last year because of a scheduling conflict, so there is nearly 

twice the usual amount of pine needles to be removed. In previous years, Cover has charged in the 

neighborhood of $20,000 for removing one year’s worth of needles, so we are getting a good deal on 

the removal this time. 

President Wallis made the suggestion that the shareholder records be reviewed and compared with the 

tax records for each of the properties to make sure the records are accurate. Director Velayas will look 

into the work required and the expense of bringing the records up to date. 

Proposed OFSRA bylaw changes will be discussed at the annual meeting. Please review the 

proposed changes and decide whether you approve them or would like to see changes. 

President Wallis would like to a motion to bring Mark current with his remaining vacation and/or 

holiday pay. Director Hawke made the motion; Director Ordwein seconded. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

The Board has been asked to loan some startup money to the new corporations. President Wallis would 

like a motion that the OFSRA loans $32,500 plus loan expenses to each of the new corporations with 

an annual interest rate of 0.5% and to be repaid within 150 days or when assessments received total 

three times the loan amount (whichever occurs first). Director Barrett so moved; Director Ordwein 

seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

THE NEXT REGULAR OFSRA BOARD MEETING WILL BE IN JUNE BUT WILL BE 

DETERMINED AFTER THE ANNUAL MEETING. 

 

Executive Session was convened at 11:21. 
 

Director Hawke made a motion to increase Mark’s salary by $1.25/hour effective beginning of his 

current pay period. Director Barrett seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

The presidents and HR directors of the two new corporations will be acting as committee chairmans 

reporting to the OFSRA until such time as the new corporations are fully operational. 

 

There being no further business, President Wallis adjourned the meeting at 1:33 P.M. 

  

 

Claire Velayas, Secretary 
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