
· The Court strongly encourages parties to use some form of ADR before proceeding to trial. 
You may choose ADR by the following methods: 

III File a STIPULATION TO PARTICIPATE lVtEDIATION; 
II Indicate your preference to participate in ADR at your case management conference; or 
II! Arrange for ADR services at any time by using either the Court's Panel of Mediators, 

or a private mediator of your own choosing. 

F or more information, contact the Superior Court of California, County of Tuolumne, Self 
Help clerk at 209-533-6565. 

Small Claims 
.~...... 

• The court offers mediation services at the day of trial. Mediation prior 
jl 

Cases to filing the case, or prior to trial, can be arranged by contacting the Self 
Help office at the court. ~ 

Civil Cases Parties may stipulate to mediation at any time, or the court may refer a 
case to mediation at or after the case mana ement conference. 

The Court maintains a list of trained mediators to assist parties. Panelists are not court 
employees. Therefore, the services, style, and expertise will vary by individual provider. 

INTRODUCTION 

Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) is an increasingly popular option that allows people to 
resolve disputes outside of court in a cooperative manner. ADR can be faster, cheaper, and less 
stressful than going to court. Most importantly, the use of ADR can provide greater satisfaction 
with the way disputes are resolved. 



Acivantages: 

stressful than 

Because of these advantages, many parties choose ADR to resolve disputes instead of filing a 
lawsuit. Even after a lawsuit has been filed, the Court can refer the dispute to a neutral before 
the lawsuit becomes costly. ADR has been used to resolve disputes even after trial, when the 
result is appealed. 

Disadvantages: 

decision by a judge or jury under formal rules of evidence and procedure, and review for legal 

error by an ap eHate court. 

ADR may not be effective, if it takes place before the parties have to 

resolve the dis ute . 


. The neutral may charge a for or her services. If is not resolved through 

and ex ert fees. 
Lawsuits must 
limitations." 

rocess. 

the parties may then have to face the usual and traditional costs, such as attorney's fees, 

be brought within periods of time, known as the "statute of 
Parties must be careful not to let a statute run a dispute is in an 
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The parties must continue to proceed within the court's delay reductio_n...........'-u_id_e_li_n_e_s.____---' 


process is binding, the parties normally give up most court protections, including a 

DISPUTES 

techniques have been used successfully in a variety of disputes involving individuals, small 
and large businesses, government, and the general public. Various types of ADR processes are 
available depending on the nature of the dispute. Many types of conflict often lend themselves 
to an alternative and informal method of dispute resolution. Some examples of disputes often 
settled by ADR include, are not limited to: 
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Criminal 

PROCESSES 

The most common forms ADR are mediation and arbitration. most ADR processes, a 
trained, impartial person decides, or helps the parties reach resolution of, their dispute together. 
These persons are neutrals who are normally chosen by the disputing parties or by the Court. 
Neutrals can often assist parties in resolving disputes without having to go to court or tria1. 
Below is a description ofcommonly used processes. 

Mediation: 

In mediation, the mediator (a neutral) assists the parties in reaching a mutually acceptable 
resolution of their dispute. Unlike lawsuits or some other types of the mediator does not 
decide how the dispute is to be resolved, the parties do. It is a cooperative process in which the 
parties work together toward a resolution that tries to meet everyone's interests, instead of 
working against each other. 

Mediation often leads to better communication between the parties and lasting resolutions. It is 
particularly effective when parties have a continuing relationship, such as neighbors or 
businesses. It is also very effective where personal feelings are getting in the way of a 
resolution. 

Mediation normally gives the parties a chance to express their concerns in a voluntary, 
confidential process while working toward a resolution. The mediation process is commonly 
used for most civil case types, and can provide the greatest level of flexibility for parties. 

Arbitration: 

In arbitration, the arbitrator (a neutral), reVIews evidence, hears arguments, and makes a 
decision (award) to resolve the dispute. This is very different from mediation, whereby the 
mediator helps the parties reach their own resolution. Arbitration is normally more informal, 
quicker, and less expensive than a lawsuit. a matter of hours, an arbitrator often can hear a 
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case that otherwise may a court to litigate. This is 
submitted by ""J,-,-..,.,'"".. L than by testimony. There are two types 

the evidence can be 

,",VJl\JUl'-'l'l;,U by a private arbitrator, 
means the 

..... ,-r'0to>"" takes piace 
decision (award) 

UIJI-''-'CH the 

on the process, 
result at they 

Agreements reached through ADR are normally written and may become binding contracts that 
can be enforced the court, the parties agree. Parties may chose to the advice of an 
attorney as to legal rights, and other matters relating to the dispute, before finalizing any 
agreement. 

In general, ADR processes are confidential, but each process has its limitations. 

Mediation provides the opportunity to talk openly and explore the full range of ideas for 
resolving a conflict. encourage this, the information prepared for or discussed in the 
mediation cannot be used as evidence in court, and the mediator cannot be forced to testify about 
what happened, or what was said in the mediation. The mediator will only report to the court on 
whether or not an agreement was reached. 

The selection of a neutral is an important decision. Please note that currently there is no legal 
requirement that the neutral be licensed or hold any particular certificate. However, some 
programs have established qualification requirements for neutrals. 
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FOR COURT USE ONLY 

Plaintiff(s)/Petitioner: 

Send to: 
Attention: ...nnll ....... -=.;rr::a1hnr 

41 W. 

County of Tuolumne 
CMI Division 

CA 95310 

Plaintiff(s)fPetitioner,_________________________________ 

and Defendant(s)fRespondent, ______________________________ 

agree to participate in the Superior Court of California, County of Tuolumne Mediation Program. 


CaseType: __________________________________________________________ 


D The Mediation Party List is attached to this Stipulation. 

We understand that there may be a charge for services provided by mediators. We understand that participating in 
the mediation process does not extend the time periods specified in California Rules of Court Rule 3.720, et seq. 

PLAINTIFF(S)/PETITIONER: 

Dated: ______________________ Oated: ______________________________ 

Signature of Plaintiff(s)fPetitioner's Attorney, Signature of Plaintiff(s)fPetitioner's Attorney, or 
Party, if self-represented Party, if self-represented 

TYPE/PRINT TYPE/PRINT 

Dated: ____________________ Dated; ______________________________ 

Signature of Defendant'sfRespondeni's Attorney, or Signature of Defendant's/Respondent's Attorney, or 
Party, if self-represented Party, if self-represented 

TYPE/PRINT TYPE/PRINT 

STIPULATION TO PARTICIPATE IN MEDIATION 
Adopted for Mandatory Use California Rules of Court, Rule 3.221 
Local Rules of the Superior Court of California Page 1 of1 
TUO·ADR.(J()1 [New Oct. 1,2010] 



Defendant(s)/Respondent: 

Send to: of Tuolumne 
Division 

41 W. Yaney 

Court of 
Attention: ADR .l!.ri ..... ;",;~:t..::tItn.. 

CA 95370 

PARTY (Including Affiliates) 

Attorney and Firm 

Mailing "___________________ City ______ ZIP _____ 

Area Code and Telephone Number: ______________ Fax ______________________ 

E-mail: _____________________________________________ 

Attorneyfur: _____________________________________________________ 

Attorney and Firm 

Mailing ___'"____________________ City ______ ZIP _____ 

Area Code and Telephone Number: ______________ Fax _______________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________ 

Attorney fur: _____________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ____________________ City ______ ZIP ____ 

Area Code and Telephone Number: _____________ Fax ____________________ 

E-mail: _____________________________________________ 

Plaintiff; 0 Defendant: 0 Other: 0 specify: _____________ 

Adopted for Mandatory Use 
Local Rules of the Supenor Court of California 
TUO-ADR-200 [New Oct1, 2Q10] Page 1012 



Party Name, if 

Mailing Address: ____________________ _ _____ ZIP ____ 


Area Code and Telephone Number: _____________ 


E-mail: _______________________________________ 


Plaintiff: Defendant: Other: 

Area Code and 

E-mail: ________________________________,_________ 

Plaintiff: 0 Defendant: 0 Other: 0 specify: _____________ 

Attorney and Firm 

Mailing ___..______________________ City ______ ZIP _____ 

Area Code and Telephone Number: _______________ Fax ____________________ 

E-mail: _____________________________________________ 

Attorney for: __________________________________________ 

Attorney and Firm 

Mailing ___.,______________________ City _______ ZIP _____ 

Area Code and Telephone Number: _______________ Fax ________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________ 

Counsel must immediately notify the mediator upon discovery if any attomey or self-represented party is not listed on this 
Party List form. 

o Attach copies of this page as necessary to include additional parties, affiliated entities, or insurance carriers. 

Adopted for Mandatory Use 
Local Rules of the Superior Court of California 
TUQ·ADR·200 [New Qcti, 20101 Page 2 of2 



"""......... COUNTY OF TUOLUMNE 

The participants in the mediation proceeding of this case agree that: 

1. 	 No written or oral communication made by any party, attorney, mediator, or other participant in any mediation 
session in this case may be used for any purpose in any pending or future proceeding unless all parties, 
including the mediator, so agree. Disclosure of information that otherwise is privileged will not alter its 
privileged character. 

2. 	 The parties will not subpoena the mediator or any documents submitted to the mediator during or in 
connection with the mediation process. The mediator will not testify voluntarily on behalf of a party. 

3. 	 This agreement wi!! not preclude a report of information to the ADR Administrator or an inquiry by the 
Administrator regarding complaints against a mediator. 

4. 	 This agreement does not affect the admissibility of a written settlement agreement reached as a result of this 
mediation proceeding in an action to enforce that settlement. 

Mediator 

Other Participant 

Representing (specify party) 

Additional pages attached (numbef) ___ 

CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENT - MEDIATION SESSION 
Draft Form for Optional Use 
Tuolumne County Superior Court 
AOR·OO7 (New Jan. 1. 201 OJ 	 Page 1 of 1 


